
Parent Meeting
Planning for Fall 2020 Reopening



Mission Statement
The Garden City School District seeks to create an environment 
for learning which enables each student the opportunity to 
grow as an individual as well as a group member while striving to 
achieve the optimal level of academic, social and personal 
success.

Students will thrive in a learning environment that is 
developmentally appropriate, individualized and challenging.

Our goal and responsibility is to help each student develop an 
enthusiasm for learning, a respect for self and others, and the 
skills to become a creative independent thinker and problem 
solver.   



Vision
Inspiring and Challenging our Students to 
Accomplish Their Personal Best

Students will:
• Foster a curiosity for learning.
• Engage in productive cognitive struggle.
• Find their individual passions, creativity, and 

strengths.
• Grow increasingly self-confident.
• Develop appreciation for multiple disciplines 

and the larger world.
• Collaborate, communicate, and adapt.
• Build respectful relationships.



Important Information 
Streams

• NYSED

• Department of Health

• Centers for Disease Control

• Other States’ Guidance Documents

• Parent Feedback

• Teacher Input (in progress)

• Planning for the School Year



Update from Governor Cuomo
Announced July 8, 2020

• Guidance to school districts to be finalized on 
July 13.

• Districts required to submit plans by July 31.

• New York State will decide whether schools will 
reopen in the fall during the first week of 
August.



How do we build a re-opening plan?

Guidance
• NYS and local agencies provide guidance and set parameters 

within which school districts must work.
Research & Development

• Guidance plans from neighboring states hint at what we 
need to prepare for.

Collaboration
• Seek feedback from parents, students, teachers, and 

administrators.
Execution

• Build the plan, get feedback, revise as needed.



Community Survey Results

• Willingness to return
• Social-emotional supports
• Childcare concerns
• Masks
• Transportation
• Environmental concerns



If we reopen our schools, will you send 
your child to school in September? 

83%

15.60%

Yes No Undecided



What are the top areas where we can 
provide emotional support?

27%

56%

59%

58%

Coping with stress/anxitey

Managing academic expectations

Maintaining a healthy routine

Developing positive social
connections



Will childcare be a challenge if remote 
instruction continues in September?

57.40%

42.60%

Yes No



Would you be willing to send your child to 
school wearing a mask?

86%

14%

Yes No



Would you be willing to drive your child to 
school instead of having him/her take the 
bus in the fall?

72.70%

11.80%

15.50%

Yes No Does not take bus



How concerned are you about…?
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Essential Questions

What is within our control?

What is outside of our control?



Items We Control

• Positive classroom environment
• School and district culture
• Internal scheduling and daily structure (once we 

receive guidance)
• Hygiene and cleanliness
• Safety planning
• Social-emotional support for children and adults



Items We Do Not Control

• Rules governing physical distancing
• The degree to which we can bring all students back at 

the same time 
• Number of people allowed in a classroom
• Number of people allowed on a bus
• How athletics and co-curricular events may be 

conducted
• Rules governing face coverings
• Need for contact tracing, temperature checks, and 

quarantining



Options under consideration
1. Traditional - Students and teachers are back in 

school as if nothing happened (pre-pandemic).

2. Hybrid – All students participate in  in-person 
instruction, but only part of the time. Other time is 
spent on live and pre-recorded instruction from 
home.

3. Fully Remote – All students participate in live and 
pre-recorded instruction from home. There is no in-
person instruction.  



What Does Hybrid Really 
Mean?

Hybrid: (n) a thing made by combining two different 
elements; a mixture
• Hybrid models rotate cohorts of students through in-

school/at-home cycles.
• All students have a specific amount of in-school time.
• Students engage in Remote Teaching and Learning 

during an at-home cycle.
• Teachers have scheduled planning and professional 

learning days.



Structure for Hybrid and Remote

Hybrid
• In-person instruction
• Remote live instruction when home
• Pre-recorded lessons
• Small group instruction, projects, extra help, office 

hours
Fully Remote

• Remote live instruction when home
• Pre-recorded lessons
• Small group instruction, projects, extra help, office 

hours
Both structures would include a consistent student schedule



What is the current guidance and 
climate throughout the state?

…and how does this shape how we 
move forward in our planning?



Enhanced Hygiene, Cleaning and 
Disinfecting Practices

• Encourage and provide opportunities for frequent 
handwashing.

• We have ample supplies of hand sanitizer, soap, 
disinfectants, gloves, etc.

• Custodial staff have specialized training, cleaning 
products, and sanitization protocols.

• Enhanced cleaning procedures including more frequent 
cleaning of high-touch areas.



Safety

• Social distancing as required
• Age-appropriate training on safety and hygiene.
• Special planning for lunch, transitions, arrival and 

dismissal
• Training for nurses, transportation personnel, 

teachers, and administrators on new safety 
protocols

• Training for parents and staff on screening 
requirements



Fresh Air and Ventilation

• HVAC filters changed twice yearly, over the summer and during 
February break

• Minimum requirement for classroom air exchange is 450-550 
cubic feet per minute (CFM)

• Our most common unit ventilators move 1,000 CFM
• Some of our unit ventilators move up to 1,500 CFM



Other Items for Planning

• Delivery of special education, ENL, AIS services
• Technology infrastructure
• Student devices
• Professional development
• Transitions between classes
• Arrival and dismissal
• Staffing



Fine and Performing Arts…

• Working on safer alternatives for chorus, wind 
instruments, performances and exhibitions

• Taking guidance from NYSED, CDC, NYSSMA, NAfME
• Researching best practices, practical precautions, and 

student-centered options



Athletics and Physical Education…

• Recognizing that sports, PE, and health education are 
essential aspects of wellness

• Taking guidance from NYSED, CDC, NYSPHSAA, and 
Section 8

• Researching best practices, practical precautions, and 
student-centered options



A Final Note..

Like most of our community, we would prefer to welcome 
our students back full time for in-person instruction.

If, during the course of the year, we receive guidance that 
we can safely return to “normal” instruction following all 
safety and health guidelines, we will be prepared to shift 
our approach! 



Questions and Comments?


